
 
The Moroccan Industrial and Commercial Property Office (OMPIC) and the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) have launched a pilot Patent Prosecution Highway
(PPH) programme. The trial period for the current PPH pilot programme commenced on April
1, 2023, and will continue until terminated by either office.
 
The PPH programme opens up channel to the applicant to obtain a patentability decision in
the Office of Later Examination (OLE) without great delay. It also increases the efficiency as it
allows the OLE to reuse the search and examination results from the Office of Earlier
Examination (OEE). Thus, a PPH programme aims at accelerating the processing of the patent
applications, thereby promoting efficiency of work at the respective patent offices and
helping the applicant in securing their patent rights at a greater pace.
 
It is worth noting that with this PPH agreement with USPTO, OMPIC has again shown that it
is committed to update and modernize its intellectual property practice and procedures. This
is the third PPH agreement for OMPIC as it already has PPH agreements in place with  the
Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM) and the Japan Patent Office (JPO)
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