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Bahrain Adopts the 12t Edition of NICE Classification

Bahrain has become the second_Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) country to adopt the
12th Edition of the NICE Classification for Goods and Services. Saudi Arabia was the

first GCC country to adopt the 12t Edition of the NICE Classification, back in
November 2023.

The Bahrain Ministry of Industry and Commerce has recently stated in a press release

that the transition to the 12t Edition of the NICE Classification has come into effect
from April 09, 2025.

As is the practice with all the other GCC countries, Bahrain does not allow multi-class
trademark applications. Each mark needs to be registered separately in each class.
Bahrain, which has always been a torchbearer in setting precedents when it comes to
IP practice in the GCC and MENA region, has again taken a significant step ahead by
bringing the 12t Edition of the NICE Classification into to effect. This puts the Bahrain
IP practice on par with the global practices.

As of now the Bahrain TMO has just announced the adaptation of the 12t Edition of
the NICE Classification. No other information such as the use of the custom-made
specifications is allowed or the applicant must adhere to the exact wording of the

specification as in the 12 Edition of the NICE Classification etc., are not provided.

Axiom Mark IP is keeping a close watch on these and related developments in Bahrain
and shall keep these pages posted of any further developments in the days to come.
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